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Welcome to Reception!  

Mrs Agni – Class Teacher 

Mr Tony– Teaching Assistant 

Mrs. Yiota – Teaching Assistant 

We are very pleased to welcome you into Reception at 

Silverline Private School. We hope that you will feel very much 

at home in our school. We would like you to know how very 

special your child is to us, and how happy we are to have him/ 

her in our school. We hope you will share with us your happy 

times as well as any concerns.  

We hope you find this information pack helpful, but please don’t 
hesitate to ask us if you have any questions or queries. 

It is so important that your child should feel happy, confident 

and at-ease at the start of their school experience. It is really 

important that they can look after themselves as this can really 

aid their confidence, so please help them to be able to master 

some of these skills at home: 

 Dress/ undress themselves 

 Recognise their own clothes and name on their labels 

 To have, and be able to use, a handkerchief or tissue 

 Ask for, and go to, the toilet, and wash their hands 

afterwards 

 To be able to follow simple instructions 
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 To be able to open a lunch box and eat the contents 

without help 

 To be able to use a knife and fork to feed themselves 

 

Our School Day 

 

The school day for Reception and Key Stage 1 is from 7.55am 

until 1.45pm. Please ensure that your child is prompt to school 

as the very first part of the day is often when the most learning 

occurs! 

 

Uniform 

 

The children are expected to wear school uniform which 

consists of the following: 

for summer: 

Yellow Polo shirt (school logo purple) 

Black trousers / shorts (boys) 

Black skirt / shorts (girls) 

Purple/white gingham dress (girls) 

Purple Cap  

Black dress shoes 

P.D (Physical Development) 

Yellow round necked T-shirt (school 

logo purple) 

Black shorts 

White socks 

White training shoes 

 

for winter: 

Yellow Polo shirt 
Purple Sweatshirt 

Purple Cardigan  

Black fleece  

Black tights 

Black dress shoes 

P.D (Physical Development) 

Yellow round necked T-shirt (school 

logo purple) 

Black tracksuit Top (logo silver) 

Bottoms (no logo) 

White socks 

White training shoes 
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PLEASE ensure that your child’s uniform is fully labelled, as 
everybody’s looks the same, and small children can get quite 

upset if they cannot find the items of uniform that belong to 

them.  

 

 

PE Kits 

We would prefer your child to leave their PE kit in school so 

that they may change into it at any time. Not only does this 

promote independence as the children get used to dressing 

and undressing themselves on a regular basis, it means that 

we can get active at any time. 

 

Drinks 

 

Please ensure that your child brings a drink every day. We are 

more than happy to fill water bottles up as often as needed - 

particularly during the summer months - so please make sure 

that your child has their own, named bottle that can be easily 

opened.  

 

 

Snacks 

 

We have a snack time every day around mid-morning. If you 

choose for your child to have a school lunch, they will be given 

fruit at snack time.  
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If you choose to send your child to school with a packed lunch, 

please ensure that they have a piece of fruit in their lunchbox to 

be eaten at snack time. 

 

Lunchboxes 

 

If you choose to send your child to school with a packed lunch, 

please make sure that their lunchbox is clearly named. Very 

often more than one child will have the same lunchbox and this 

can be very confusing! Please also ensure that your child 

brings a healthy lunch to school and that it does not contain 

nuts. Whilst we actively encourage sharing, please make sure 

that your child knows not to share their lunch with others, just in 

case of allergies. 

 

 

Bags 

 

Please ensure that the bag your child brings to school is clearly 

named as well as being small and light enough for them to be 

able to carry themselves. We promote independence in 

Reception and encourage the children to do as much for 

themselves as possible, including unpacking and packing their 

bags at the beginning and end of the school day. 
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Toys 

 

We appreciate that children enjoy sharing their toys and 

exciting news with others, but please ensure that they do not 

bring anything into school unless we have asked them to do so. 

Unfortunately, toys can often get lost or broken and this can be 

very upsetting for their owners. 

 

What will your child learn in their Reception year? 

We always look at what your child already knows, and what 

their next stage of learning is, so that we can provide them with 

an exciting range of opportunities to ensure that they make the 

best possible progress in all areas of the curriculum. 

Everything we do in Reception is designed to promote 

independent learning by being exciting, motivating and fun! Our 

goal is to make sure that all of the children are enthusiastic 

about learning, and want to join in with activities as well as find 

things out for themselves. We are keen to develop a very close 

home/ school relationship where we all work together to ensure 

that your child has the very best opportunities in their school 

life. 
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/curriculum/a00

68102/early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs 

Our Reception classes follow the ‘Early Years Foundation 
Stage’ (documents online at the web address above) which 

was recently reviewed and revised for September 2012 (details 

at http://www.education.gov.uk/tickellreview). The outcome of the 

review was extremely positive and the proposed changes have 

been designed to improve the existing framework.  

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/curriculum/a0068102/early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/curriculum/a0068102/early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs
http://www.education.gov.uk/tickellreview
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We are implementing those changes here at Silverline and are 

looking forward to reaping their rewards! 

Although we have set times for some subjects, these are often 

linked to other areas of the curriculum so that all aspects are 

covered throughout the year. We teach a topic-based 

curriculum and base our weekly planning on a story, the theme 

of which is used throughout the week to cover many different 

subjects.  

 

 

 

 

Reading & Writing 

 

One of the best ways of ensuring that your child really enjoys 

reading is if they experience reading on a daily basis at home, 

especially having stories read to them. 

To begin with, your child will be given a letter or word sheet, 

which they should practice reading as often as possible. When 

your child is ready, they will be given books. Please check your 

child’s reading folder and make sure they bring their reading 

record, book and reading sheet to school every day.  
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Speaking & Listening Skills 

 

To aid all their future learning, it is essential that your child’s 
speaking and listening skills are developed and encouraged. 

It is important to talk to your child about all aspects of life, and 

even more important that they are listened to when they want to 

tell you something. Please don’t expect your child to come 
home and immediately tell you about their day though, it often 

doesn’t come out until later in the evening, especially when 

they are in the bath! 

Please encourage your child to ask questions – it is the most 

important way to learn. If they want to know something, they 

are ready to learn about it. Don’t worry if you are unable to 
answer an awkward question, finding the answer out together is 

a great way to learn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 

 

 

 

 

 

Phonics 

The ‘Letters and Sounds’ program is extensive and focuses on 
a number of different elements. The most important element is 

identification of sounds and letter recognition. We therefore do 

not focus on the letter names immediately, but on their sounds 

instead. They are: 

a    as in apple 

d    as in dog 

g    as in gate 

j     as in jelly 

m   as in man 

p    as in penny 

s    as in sun 

v    as in van 

y    as in yawn 

ch  as in chin 

ng  as in wing 

b    as in ball 

e    as in egg 

h    as in house 

k    as in kettle 

n    as in name 

qu  as in queen 

t     as in tip 

w   as in window 

z    as in zebra 

th  as in thumb 

nk  as in think 

c    as in cat 

f     as in feather 

i     as in igloo 

l     as in lollipop 

o    as in orange 

r     as in rabbit 

u    as in under 

x     as in box 

sh   as in shop 

th   as in the 
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Mathematics 

Maths is an essential part of your child’s learning. It is important 
that it is part of your child’s everyday life and not kept ‘just’ for 
school. This can be as easy as counting the number of people at 

a party, or identifying the number on a bus or house.  

 

 

 

It is important that your child begins to recognise numbers and 

identify shapes. Time words (now, then, later, yesterday, 

tomorrow, soon) will be a part of everyday vocabulary in 

Reception, and so it is helpful if your child hears these at home 

too. A great way to learn about measurements is to bake a cake, 

or make a wooden house, because then the measurements 

have real meaning to them. 

 

 

 

 

By bringing maths into their everyday life your child will soon 

become a ‘mathematics magician’ and become confident, 
secure and excited by maths.  
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Play 

Your child is still very young and the most important way they 

learn is by finding things out for themselves. Our Reception staff 

are very adept at providing an exciting and stimulating range of 

‘play’ opportunities for your child that will develop a wide range 
of skills. 

 

Your child will probably not even realise that they are learning, 

but will start to develop their knowledge and understanding of 

the world around them. 

You can continue to develop this at home by encouraging your 

child to find the answer to their questions in as many different 

ways as possible. The bath is a wonderful place for 

experimenting – whilst getting clean! Will everything in your 

kitchen drawer float? If your child takes a selection into the bath 

with them, they will have created their own experiment that they 

will remember the results of for a very long time (they may also 

have helped with the washing up!)  

 

 

Playing allows children to find out about things, try out and 

practice ideas and skills, take risks, explore their feelings, learn 

from mistakes, be in control and think imaginatively. Playing is 

actively encouraged throughout the EYFS and is used in 

Reception as an extremely effective learning and assessment 

tool. 
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Working Together 

Please remember that, although we are educators, your child will 

naturally learn more from you than from anybody else, and we 

want to work in partnership with you to make sure that your child 

has the best possible experience of school life. 

 

Together, we can ensure that your child is happy, secure and 

enthusiastic about learning. 

 

You are always welcome into our class. Obviously, when the 

children are in class, they are our main priority, but if you ever 

have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to 

approach any member of the Reception team. 

 

If you are able to play an active part in supporting the children in 

school, by coming into school to listen to readers for example, 

please let us know. We appreciate that it is not always possible 

to volunteer on a regular basis, but we are always grateful of any 

support. 

 

Please remember that your child is important to us, so we 

aim to provide the best possible care and learning 

environment for each and every child.  
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Further Information 

 

Should you have any pressing concerns or questions, please 

see a member of Reception staff at the end of the school day. 

Whilst we will do our best to accommodate you whenever 

possible, making an appointment for the end of the school day 

will ensure that you are seen privately and promptly. 


