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Year 4 

English 

We aim to develop pupils’ abilities within an integrated programme of speaking & listening, reading and writing.   

Pupils will be given opportunities to interrelate the requirements of English within a broad and balanced approach to the 

teaching of English across the curriculum. Opportunities to consolidate, reinforce and apply skills in a cross curricular 

context are a feature of our curriculum design. The teaching of grammar and sentence construction is also taught within a 

meaningful context to enable pupils to utilise the forms in their own writing.  

Our writing progression document outlines the pitch and expectation of key writing skills. 

 Autumn Spring Summer  

Fiction and 

poetry 

 

Genres:  

• Stories that raise issues or 

dilemmas. 

• Play scripts. 

• Poems based on common 

themes, e.g. animals, feelings, 

viewpoints. 

Genres:  

• Historical stories.  

• Stories/novels about imagined 

worlds; sci-fi and fantasy 

adventures. 

• Classic and modern poetry, 

including poems from different 

cultures and times. 

Genres:  

• Stories by the same author. 

• Stories from other cultures. 

• Range of poetry in different 

forms, e.g. haiku, cinquain, 

couplets, lists. 

Non-fiction 

 

Genres:  

• Non-chronological report 

linked to another area of the 

curriculum, e.g. teeth or the 

digestive system (science). 

• Instructions linked to another 

area of the curriculum, e.g. 

how to build a Roman road 

(history). 

Genres:  

• Explanation linked to another 

area of the curriculum, e.g. 

how materials change state 

(science). 

• Recount linked to an aspect of 

life in Anglo Saxon culture, e.g. 

a day in the life of a farmer 

(history). 

Genres:  

• Persuasion linked to climate 

zones, e.g. persuasive text to 

encourage someone to visit a 

hot or cold country 

(geography). 

 

 

Mathematics 

Our aim is for all pupils to become proficient mathematicians and develop their fluency, reasoning and problem solving. 

Our approach will allow pupils to spend longer on each topic to develop their understanding and application to a deeper 

level before moving on to another area of maths.  

Development of mental strategies to calculate and recall of key number facts will be ongoing throughout the year. 

Exemplification of each maths topic and its objectives can be found in the yearly overview.  

Autumn  Spring  Summer  

• Number – place value 

 

• Number – addition and subtraction 

 

• Measurement – length and 

perimeter 

 

• Number – multiplication and division 

 

• Number – multiplication and division 

 

• Measurement – area 

 

• Fractions 

 

• Decimals 

• Decimals 

 

• Measurement – money 

 

• Measurement – time 

 

• Statistics – data handling 

 

• Geometry – properties of shape 

 

• Geometry – position and direction 

  



Science 

In each topic, pupils will develop their confidence and competence in the full range of practical skills in planning and 

carrying out scientific investigations.  

Exemplification can be found in our ‘Working scientifically’ progression document. 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Sound 
 

• identify how sounds are made, 
associating some of them with 

something vibrating.  

• recognise that vibrations from 
sounds travel through a medium to 

the ear.  

• find patterns between the pitch of a 
sound and features of the object that 

produced it.  

• find patterns between the volume of 
a sound and the strength of the 

vibrations that produced it.  

• recognise that sounds get fainter as 
the distance from the sound source 

increases.  

 

 
  

Animals, including humans 

 

• describe the simple functions of the 

basic parts of the digestive system in 

humans.  

• identify the different types of teeth in 
humans and their simple functions.  

• construct and interpret a variety of 
food chains, identifying producers, 

predators and prey.  

States of matter 

 

• compare and group materials together 
according to whether they are solids, 

liquids and gases.  

• Observe that some materials change 
state when they are heated or cooled and 

measure or research the temperature at 

which this happens in degrees Celsius.  

• Identify the part played by evaporation 
and condensation in the water cycle and 

associate the rate of evaporation with 

temperature.  

 

Electricity 

 

• identify common appliances that run on 
electricity.  

• construct a simple series electrical circuit, 
identifying and naming its basic parts, 

including cells, wires, bulbs, switches and 

buzzers.  

• identify whether or not a lamp will light in 
a simple series circuit, based on whether or 

not the lamp is part of a complete loop 

with a battery.  

• recognise that a switch opens and closes 

a circuit and associate this with whether or 

not a lamp lights in a simple series circuit. 

•recognise some common conductors and 

insulators, and associate metals with being 

good conductors. 

Living things and their habitat 

 

• recognise that living things can be 
grouped in a variety of ways.  

• explore and use classification keys to 
help group, identify and name a variety 

of living things in their local and wider 

environment.  

• recognise that environments can 
change and that this can sometimes 

pose dangers to living things. 

  



Computing  
Exemplification of learning opportunities to secure the outcomes can be found in the Computing scheme of work. 

Computer science Information Technology Digital Literacy 

Programming  

• use logical thinking to solve an open-

ended problem by breaking it up into 

smaller parts. 

• use an efficient procedure to simplify a 

program. 

• use a sensor to detect a change which 

can select an action within a program.  

• know that a program needs to be 

tested while putting it together. 

• use a variety of tools to create a 

program. 

• recognise an error in a program and 

debug it. 

• recognise that an algorithm will help to 

sequence more complex programs. 

• recognise that using algorithms will also 

help solve problems in other learning 

such as Maths, Science and Design and 

Technology. 

Handling data  

• organise data in different ways. 

• collect data and identify where it could 

be inaccurate. 

• plan, create and search a database to 

answer questions. 

• choose the best way to present data. 

• use a data logger to record and share 

readings with others. 

 

Multimedia  

• use photos, video and sound to create an 

atmosphere when presenting to different 

audiences. 

• be confident to explore new media to 

extend what can be achieved. 

• change the appearance of text to increase 

its effectiveness. 

• create, modify and present documents for 

a particular purpose. 

• use a keyboard confidently and make use 

of a spellchecker to write and review work. 

• use an appropriate tool to share work and 

collaborate online. 

• give constructive feedback to others to 

help them improve their work and refine 

own work. 

Technology in our lives 

• know whether a resource being used 

is on the Internet, the school 

network or own device. 

• identify key words to use when 

searching safely on the World Wide 

Web. 

• think about the reliability of 

information read on the World Wide 

Web. 

• know how to check who owns 

photos, text and clipart. 

• create a hyperlink to a resource on 

the World Wide Web. 

 

e-Safety 

• choose a secure password when using 

a website. 

• talk about the ways to protect self and 

others from harm online. 

• use the safety features of websites as 

well as reporting concerns to an adult. 

• know that anything posted online can 

be seen by others. 

• choose websites and games that are 

appropriate for age. 

• help others make good choices about 

the time they spend online. 

• talk about why it is important to ask a 

trusted adult before downloading files 

and games from the Internet. 

• comment positively and respectfully 

online. 

  



History 

Each topic will provide pupils with the opportunity to work as historians by using a range of sources to develop their 

curiosity about the past and its interpretations.  

Autumn Spring Summer 

The Roman Empire and its impact on 

Britain 

• Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 

55-54 BC. 

• the Roman Empire by AD 42 and the 

power of its army. 

• successful invasion by Claudius and 

conquest, including Hadrian’s Wall. 

• British resistance, for example, 

Boudica. 

• ‘Romanisation’ of Britain: the 

establishment of forts and towns 

including the development of 

industry and commerce. 

Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and 

Scots:  

• What happened to Britain when the 

Romans left? 

• Roman withdrawal from Britain in   

c. AD 410 and the fall of the western 

Roman Empire.  

• Scots invasions from Ireland to north 

Britain (now Scotland).  

• Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements 

and kingdoms: place names and 

village life. 

• Anglo-Saxon art and culture. 

Local area study 

Geography 

Pupils will continue to develop their geographical skills and fieldwork techniques through the use of maps, atlases, globes 

and digital mapping to locate countries and describe features studied. 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Location knowledge 

• Use maps to locate countries and 

major cities of Europe. 

Place knowledge 

• Understand geographical features 

through the study of human and 

physical features of a region or area 

in a European country (Italy). 

Location knowledge 

• Name and locate counties of the 

United Kingdom, geographical 

regions and their identifying human 

and physical characteristics, 

including hills, mountains, cities and 

rivers. 

Physical knowledge 

• Describe and understand aspects of 

physical geography, including 

climate zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts. 

Art and Design & Design Technology 

Art and Design and Design Technology will, where possible, be linked to current topic or theme.  

‘Progression in Art and Design’ document outlines coverage in drawing, painting, printing, textiles, 3D, collage and 

digital media. 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Roman mosaics 

• Experiment with a range of collage 

techniques such as tearing, 

overlapping and layering to create 

images and represent textures 

Roman Biscuit Banquet 

• Cooking and Nutrition 

• Natural sweeteners 

• Healthier options 

• Cooking techniques 

Portraits 

• Facial features 

• Looking at detail 

• Observational drawing techniques 

• Colouring, shading, hatching, tint 

and tone 

• Pablo Picasso 

Pop-up books 

• Card mechanisms 

• Accuracy, cutting, scoring, folding, 

joining 

• Graphic styles 

Music Taught by specialist music teacher, Mrs Maria. 

PE Taught by specialist PE teacher, Mr Costas and class teacher.  

French Taught by specialist languages teacher, Mrs Jil 

 


